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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Note 

1 . The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art of record in the body 
of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of 
the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claims, other 
passages and figures apply as well. It is requested from the Applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as well as the context of all passages in the cited references as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed inventions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ginter et a/ , US 
Patent Publication 2003/0163431 A1. 

As per claim 1 . 

Ginter discloses 

A contents control method for managing said contents based on key code information 
containing content usage information set within a range that the contents can be utilized (Abstract; 
Brief Summary; Background and Summary of the Invention; Fig 1-1 A, 3-5B; 8-10; associated text), 
said method comprising the steps of: 
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comparing said content usage rights information with status code information showing the 
usage status of said contents (see ail above citations); 

Ginter does not explicitly recite 

comparing said status code information with output setting information having a threshold value 
within the range of said contents usage rights information to warn by warning report data when in 
proximity to said contents usage rights in the case where said status code information is within the range 
of said contents usage rights information; and 

outputting said warning report data when said status code information exceeds said output 
setting information. 

However Ginter does teach that his system has the capability to perform user "pop-up dialog 
windows" that will warn users of certain events and conditions related to their use of controlled 
content (Par. 1054, 2070-2073, 2078). "Alarms" may be set up using these windows to notify the user 
of approaching budget limits, i.e. time allowed for using a protected content, number of copies 
allowed, etc. Therefore it would have been obvious for one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include such warning features in Ginter's system, in order to forewarn 
potential users of the pending completion of their access to controlled content, so that the users may 
elect to extend their access, or plan their continued use of the content accordingly. Such a feature 
would make the system more attractive to users and would add to the system's popularity. 

As per claim 2 

Ginter further discloses (see all above citations) 

... status code information reaches the contents usage information, usage of said contents is 
prohibited and invalidation report data is outputted, reporting that use of said contents has been 
prohibited. 

As per claim 3 . 

Ginter does not specifically recite 

... a deletion elapse time for setting a period from prohibiting usage of said contents to 
deletion of said contents is set in said output setting information, and when the period from 
prohibiting usage of said contents to said deletion elapse time is reached, said contents are deleted 
and deletion report data is outputted to report said contents have been deleted. 
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However Ginter does teach that his system has the capability of causing protected content to 
be modified or deleted automatically, depending on the needs and authority of the content author or 
distributor, and according with the usage rights granted to individual users for the access to such 
content (Par. 2234-2238, 2255). It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have included the limitations of claim 3 into a system based on Ginter, 
in order to further protect copyrighted content after their access has expired by automatically deleting 
the content, thus negating any possibility for future access. 

As per claim 4 

Ginter further discloses (see all above citations) 

... loading period information set with the loading timing for loading said contents usage right 
information, said status code information and said output setting information are set in said setting 
information, and said status code information, said contents usage information and said setting 
information are compared based on said loading interval information. 

As per claim 5 

Ginter further discloses (see all above citations; Fig 7; associated text) 
... warning report data, said invalidation report data and said deletion report data are 
respectively outputted to screen display means. 

As per claim 6 

Ginter further discloses (see all above citations; Fig 7; associated text) 
... said warning report data, said invalidation report data and said deletion report data are 
respectively outputted as electronic mail. 

As per claims 7 and 8 . 

Ginter discloses all the limitations of these claims (see all above citations; Fig 8-10; associated 
text; obviousness and motivation analysis for claim 1): 

[claim 7] A contents control device for managing said contents based on key code information 
containing content usage information set within a range where the contents can be utilized, said device 
comprising: 
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memory storage means stored with said contents, said key code information, and status code 
information showing the usage status of said contents, and output setting information having a 
threshold value within the range of said contents usage rights information for warning by warning report 
data when in proximity to said contents usage rights; 

key code monitor means to control usage limits of said contents by comparing said contents 
usage rights, said status code information and said output setting information, said key code monitor 
means comprising a function to output said warning report data when said status code information 
exceeds said output setting information; and 

content output means containing a function to reproduce said contents of said memory storage 
means and a function to output said warning report data. 

[claim 8] A program storage medium for storing the contents control program for managing said 
contents based on key code information containing content usage information set within a range where 
the contents can be utilized, said medium comprising: 

memory storage means stored with said contents, said key code information, and status code 
information showing the usage status of said contents, and output setting information having a 
threshold value within the range of said contents usage rights information for warning by warning report 
data when in proximity to said contents usage rights; 

key code monitor means to control usage limits of said contents by comparing said 
contents usage rights, said status code information and said output setting information, said key 
code monitor means comprising a function to output said warning report data when said status 
code information exceeds said output setting information; and 

said content output means containing a function to reproduce said contents of said memory 
storage means and a function to output said warning report data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to David Q Le whose telephone number is 703-305-4567. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:30am-5:30pm Mo-Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James P Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



